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Primoz Mlacnik presented an analysis of solarpunk's fundamental traits in the selected
short stories of the short fiction and poetry collection Sunvault: Stories of Solarpunk
and eco-speculation (2017). Building on the genre's supposed utopian substance as
an affirmative rejection of cyberpunk and as a progressive branch of climate fiction,
Mlagénik posed two sets of questions formed with the help of Slavoj Zizek's and Fredric
Jameson's work: how are these stories interrogating the 'four riders of the apocalypse'
(ecological crisis, the consequences of the biogenetic revolution, struggles over raw
materials, and new forms of apartheid) in the twenty-first century, and is solar punk, a
science fiction genre with a punk ethos, capable of imagining a utopian future. The
author showed how solar punk seeks to transcend dominant sociopolitical (capitalist
narratives of growth), literary (dystopian narratives), ecological (global warming) and
affective antagonisms (ecological melancholy) belonging to the contemporary 'post-
historical' period. By analyzing the structural character of the (apocalyptic) end and
ecological alternatives in solar punk narratives, the author showed that the genre's
affinity with ideas of degrowth and ecologically futuristic technology contributes to the
utopistic exercises in science, politics and morality but also lacks the critical utopian
imagination, necessary for changing the conservative politics of end without an ending.
Compared with the original English punk movement, solarpunk shares the rebellious
impetus but is not particularly attuned to social class, which is more in line with capitalist
realism than with ecofuturist social realism, which seems to be on solarpunk's original
agenda.
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